
!  August-September  2019 Airstreamer’s Newsletter 

No weather related delays for the newsletters this time; it’s all the President’s fault (me)! Several of our 
faithful helped sort thru locations for our July Rally, settling on the secluded US Forest Service campground at 
Crocker-Beckwourth. You may recall that Gail and I would be absent having flown and driven back East to help her 
Mom, attend the International Rally in Doswell, Virginia and visit a whole host of my relatives. The cause of my 
delay, excused or not, was a fall during the Int. Rally. Hampered by a splint/half-cast I found it extremely difficult 
to sit and type the newsletter so I accepted defeat and prepared notices for the August Hope Valley Rally using 
FaceBook and emails to our SNU members & friends; no newsletter. Read more about it in the Rally Reports and 
Little Known Facts…  

SNU’s September rally features FULL HOOKUPS; yes I said FULL HOOKUPS! Our yearly Anniversary Rally is 
Thursday September 19th to Sunday the 22rd at the Lassen RV Resort and Bistro, only 171 miles from Reno. 
The Lassen RV Resort & Bistro maybe our perennial and favorite rally (maybe it’s the bistro).  Don’t be fooled by 
the look of Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management camp sites; Lassen RV Resort and Bistro features full 
service campsites with a view, swimming pool, entertainment and modern restrooms. Reserve the weekend with Phil 
at the resort now so you don’t miss it(tell him if your having their catered Friday lunch and Saturday dinner). For 
those who have not attended one of our rallies at this Resort and as a refresher for those who have (as if one is 
needed) here is a description of the Resort and what the Resort and the rally have to offer.  

The Lassen RV Park is located in Northern 
California one mile off of Hwy. 299 and eight 
miles east of the town of McArthur in the 
foothills among numerous trees. The spaces 
are mostly pull-through and are quite 
spacious.  The resort is very roomy and the 
spaces are well separated.  All sites have 
water, electricity, and sewer.  There are very 
nice bathrooms as well as a laundry room.  The 
Park has been appropriately described as 
boondock camping with all the RV park 
amenities and hookups. This is the place to go 
if you’ve never camped with the SNU. 

 
Lassen RV Resort & Bistro; NFS views in a full service resort! 

There are plenty of partial and all day trips. The Allen Radio Telescope array and Burney Falls are not far away.  
For a shorter trip there is a wonderful museum of local history in Fall River Mills.  For a longer trip there is Lassen 
and Mt. Shasta.  Go to lassenrvresort.com for much more information about the Resort. 

The rally spans three nights (Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) and includes two meals (Friday lunch and Saturday 
dinner) catered by the Bistro restaurant at the resort.  Randy will prepare his traditional waffles on Saturday 
morning. We need a count of those planning to attend each meal; email to snu157@wbcci.net. Can’t come on 
Thursday for the whole rally weekend, then make your own schedule with the Resort and us. Caravan in on Friday or 
Saturday to share your time with the Sierra Nevada Unit.  

Directions: from Reno head north on US-395 80+ miles; continue westerly on CA-36 thru Susanville and branch 
off northwesterly on CA-44 after 10 miles; after 46 miles head northerly on CA-89; about 22 miles take CA-299 
easterly thru McArthur and turn south on Old Highway Road (if you start up the big grade sweeping to the right 
you’ve gone too far); go about a mile and turn right into the resort. Want a shorter route, follow CA-139 from the 
middle of Susanville north but you’ll encounter some narrow twisty roads and one or two big grades; route finding 
on your own. Need coordinates: 41°04'37.6"N 121°16’36.8"W. 

For more info on the Sierra Nevada Unit go to: www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/ , Sierra Nevada Unit of the WBCCI on Facebook or email us at: 
snu157@wbcci.net . (all photos courtesy of sierranevadaairstreams.org ) 
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CALENDAR of EVENTS: 

WBCCI/WBAC SNU MEMbership Renewal - Monday July 1st through Tuesday December 31st -; it’s time to 
renew our WBCCI/WBAC yearly membership and your commitment to the Sierra Nevada Unit. Yes it’s still $75; 
$10 of that goes to the SNU (a bargain, some units and clubs add $50 or more) and $65 for the International 
organization. WBCCI headquarters’ share funds many support tasks for the local units; the monthly Blue Beret we 
receive, the yearly Membership Directory (plus quarterly electronic updates), website costs for the WBCCI and 
many units, and the liability insurance for the parent organization and all unit, club and intra club activities. When 
you look at all the benefits I believe you’ll find value. Renew early at https://wbcci.org to show your support for 
the SNU, select Unit #157! 

The Sierra Nevada Unit wishes to to thank new members Bob & Nancy Kirksey #12486 and returning members 
Susie Brown, Anita Leipper, Bryan & Diane Leipper, Jack Schroeder & Lyndi Cooper-Schroeder, Jerry Thornburg & 
Dyann McDonald, Don & Gail Williams. 

Sierra Nevada Unit Anniversary Rally at the Lassen RV Resort and Bistro - Thursday September 19th to 
Sunday the 22rd, ~ 171 miles from Reno, see writeup on page 1 for more details. 

2019 Region 12 Bakersfield Rally - Wednesday October 9th – Sunday the 13th, “There’s more than you 
think …”,(your SNU president and first lady will be there). Join your fellow Region 12 Airstream Club members to 
visit the Historic city of Bakersfield, ~435 miles from Reno. A weekend only option (Friday Oct 11 – Sunday the 
13th),is available. For those who want to attend the rally, but aren't staying at the RV Park, a Rally Only (no camping 
option) is also available. If you wish to arrive early or leave late, the park will honor the group rate of $45 per 
night. You will need to contact the park directly and let them know you are with the Wally Byam Airstream Club and 
wish to stay these extra days. Rally activities are not yet finalized but you can plan some of your own near the rally 
site or a short drive away: 

• Visit the Kern County Museum; 
• Tour the Dewars Candy and Ice Cream Shop; 
• Don some western wear and enjoy the Crystal Palace 
• Shop for antiques and collectibles in downtown Bakersfield  
• Downtown Tehachapi 
• Tule Elk preserve 
• Cesar Chavez National Monument  

Visit the Region 12 website for more info and to register for the rally, note the new URL, https://
region12.airstreamclub.net/2019-region-12-rally/ 

Sierra Nevada Eastern Sierra Nevada Caravan - Sunday October 13th – Thursday October 17th, Don’t 
have time or desire for a large WBCCI caravan, SNU President and 1st Lady, Don and Gail Williams, will lead an 
informal caravan from the Region Rally in Bakersfield to SNU’s final rally of the year at Boca Rest near Truckee, 
CA. The caravan will include alternate stops on Sunday and Monday for those rigs not attending the Region Rally. 
Each caravan rig pays their own costs so there is no fee, however, an RSVP is needed so the leaders know to set up 
rendezvous with you. The caravan will be limited to 5 rigs +/- subject to the Caravan leader’s discretion. Don’t 
worry if you’ve not reserved a spot yet, we have 5 or more left! 

For more info on the Sierra Nevada Unit go to: www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/ , Sierra Nevada Unit of the WBCCI on 
Facebook or email us at: snu157@wbcci.net . (all photos courtesy of sierranevadaairstreams.org ) 
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Boca Rest Rally, Annual Business Meeting & Elections - Thursday October 17th – Sunday the 20th, near 
Truckee, CA ~28 miles from Reno; join the Sierra Nevada for its last official rally of the year. It’s so close at 
28 miles from Reno you just have to come! If you haven’t camped with us this is another great rally; it’s close and 
has view overlooking Boca Reservoir, Boca Ridge to the east and west to the crest of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 
We had an outstanding weekend in 2017, cloudy skies, clear blue skies, snowfall (it melted within a couple of hours) 
and sunshine again. We will hold our annual Business Meeting and Election of officers and board. Eugene (Gene) 
Baleme has agreed to run for president, but we need members willing to take other positions; Secretary, 
Treasurer, Trustees (2) and appointed positions like Newsletter Editor and Web Master. It’s really not a lot of 
work, volunteer or nominate someone. 

Friday October 25th - Sunday October 27th - Nevada Day Parade Rally, The Lake Tahoe Airstream Club 
has invited the Sierra Nevada Unit members to attend their Nevada Day Parade Rally, held at the Gold Dust West 
Casino's RV Park in Carson City, some sites are still available. Stansburys will host a rally dinner on Friday at their 
home. Saturday’s events include the 5K Run before the parade, 3+ hour parade, Hot Air Balloons, Pancake 
Breakfast at the Governor's Mansion, Open House at the Governor's Mansion after the parade, Beard Contest (I’m 
no longer a candidate), Rock Drilling Contest, Chili Feed at the Nuggett, Lunch at the Elks Club and much more.  
This is a no rally fee event.  If you want to just come to dinner and/or join us for the parade and not stay at 
Gold Dust West, just let us know. 

Fees: Parking:  $83 per 2 nights 
Food:  $6 per person 
Your hosts are Cecelia and Bob Stansbury, 2615 Oak Ridge Drive, Carson City.  email: cecstansbury@yahoo.com 

or cell: 925-200-4360. To sign up online, go to https://laketahoe.airstreamclub.net/ 

SNU November Luncheon - Saturday, November 16th, 2019 @ 11:30 - location to be determined. 

SNU December Luncheon - Saturday, December 14th, 2019 - time and location to be determined. 

RALLY REPORTS: 

July’s Crocker-Beckwourth Rally 
The SNU rally at Crocker - It just doesn’t get much better! We had the lower campground all to ourselves, cool 

evenings, comfortable days, enough breeze to keep things pleasant and to provide the beautiful sound of whispering 
pine trees, minimal bugs and as always great company and great food. Might take a little skillful maneuvering to get 
in and parked but so very much worth it! 

August’s Hope Valley Rally 
Great weekend at the dispersed site near Blue Lakes. Beautiful scenery, comfortable temps and great company. 

There were carpets of wildflowers everywhere. Thursday night a full moon lit up the whole meadow. The Lake 
Tahoe Hi-Lo’s were having their 29th Gambler's Poker Run on Saturday. At least 20+ Jeeps went by our campsite 
on the way to the trails southwest of Blue Lakes. A highlight of the weekend was meeting Glen and Tiffany who 
were camped near us. We couldn’t have asked for better neighbors. They joined us for dinners and coffee and 
filled us in on their recent travels back East. We shared stories of all our favorite rally sites. Thanks Eric and Don 
for recommending this site. 

For more info on the Sierra Nevada Unit go to: www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/ , Sierra Nevada Unit of the WBCCI on 
Facebook or email us at: snu157@wbcci.net . (all photos courtesy of sierranevadaairstreams.org ) 
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Okay, my typing isn’t fully up to speed yet. Follow the link to all the 2019 SNU rally photos: http://
sierranevadaairstreams.org/memories/rallies/airstream-rallies-19.html 

Little Known SNU Facts or Known Only to a Few 
Acknowledging Paul Harvey Aurandt’s famous words, here is “The Rest of the Story”; Your (SNU) president 

and first lady had a reunion breakfast with our leaders and 17 other Airstreamers from 2014 Alaska Caravan. On 
the way back to the rally site we stopped for dollars at an ATM and then fuel so we would be ready to depart for 
Kentucky in a couple of days. The diesel pump was running extremely slow so I stepped over the fuel hose to hand 
Gail a receipt I had in my wallet. Okay one foot stepped over and one hung up on the hose 12” or so in the air! Down 
I went on knees and outstretched forearms. For the record, the receipt survived but it was the hardest tumble I 
have ever taken, and there have been a couple; walking, bicycling, motorcycling, working in trees, rock climbing; you 
name it. I was able to get up on my own with my right arm but sat in the truck for several minutes to assess my 
injuries. Pride, ego and our volunteer rally commitments found us driving back to Doswell where an Airstreamer/
EMT volunteer at the rally took a look and tied my arm up with a triangular bandage from one of our first aid kits. I 
was able to sleep that night with little pain but morning brought the realization that I needed to go to a doctor or 
somewhere but it had to wait for one more obligation, Gail was Flea Market Chairperson and it ran 0900 to 1200 
hours. When the Flea Market closed we walked and watered the dogs and then headed into town to BetterMed 
Urgent Care in nearby Ashland, less than mile from where I fell. 

The office and medical staff at BetterMed were great, they were quick, professional, treated us like a friend 
and most importantly, didn’t ridicule the injured! Three painful X-rays and then the conclusion was in simple terms, 
a fracture at the elbow joint. It’s just lucky I didn’t break both cause Gail said she wouldn’t drive towing the 
Airstream! The pain went away as soon as they put on the splint/half-cast so no strong meds, just Tylenol and 
Advil, sometimes needed if I tweaked it doing something I shouldn’t do like carrying things, sleeping on it, reaching 
for something, using the turn signal, open the truck and trailer door or trying to open a ziplock bag. A few days 
later I sat down to type up some ideas for the Airstreamer and my new job as WBCCI Amateur Radio Club 
president and it became apparent it was going to be an extremely long process. As I noted earlier, I accepted 
defeat and prepared notices for our August Hope Valley Rally using FaceBook and emails.  

Many offered help (special thanks to Marie and Tom Jackson who offered help with getting the trailer ready 
and even caravanned with us for two days to make sure that we got away safely to family in Kentucky) but Gail and 
I decided to work on securing all the trailer awnings, water hoses, electrical and setting up the hitch to see if we 
would be able to continue our travels as we originally planned. Pretty much everything went well although I 
sometimes had trouble negotiating slow sharp turns with one arm and getting something out of the back of the 
truck would have been comical to an unaware audience. 

Traveling also made it difficult to follow the doctor’s orders regarding any kind of followup up visit but after 
consultation with my brother in law (an MD in Denver Colorado), doctor internet MD and an engineering review of 
my X-rays I somewhat followed protocol. I was able to get a followup visit at four weeks at EmergeOrtho in Leland, 
NC. I took off the splint/half-cast; got more more X-rays and with some new physical therapy exercises (typing 
newsletters wasn’t one of them) was released. They said most of the aches I now felt were normal for the kind of 
injury I had and should be almost as good as new in 8 weeks. I am hoping to be riding my motorcycle when I get 
back home, I think it will be therapeutic. 

Members and Writers – Want a chance at reading your own work instead of me droning on! Please shoot me a 
copy of your article(s) on Airstream travel, maintenance, rally locations or anything related and we’ll publish it. 

For more info on the Sierra Nevada Unit go to: www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/ , Sierra Nevada Unit of the WBCCI on 
Facebook or email us at: snu157@wbcci.net . (all photos courtesy of sierranevadaairstreams.org ) 
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Maybe your article will be accepted for publication in the Blue Beret and you’ll have the satisfaction of contributing 
to your club’s history. Contact me soon to make the next issue! 

Remember to Renew before November to be included in the January member edition of the Blue 
Beret! - https://wbcci.org 

Wally Byam’s Creed: 
1. To place the great wide world at your doorstep for you who yearn to travel with all the comforts of home. 
2. To provide a more satisfying, meaningful way of travel that offers complete travel independence, wherever 

and whenever you choose to go or stay. 
3. To keep alive and make real an enduring promise of high adventure and faraway lands… of rediscovering old 

places and new interests. 
4. To open a whole world of new experiences… a new dimension in enjoyment where travel adventure and good 

fellowship are your constant companions. 
5. To encourage clubs and rallies that provide an endless source of friendships, travel fun and personal 

expressions. 
6. To lead caravans wherever the four winds blow… over twinkling boulevards, across trackless deserts… to 

the traveled and untraveled corners of the earth. 
7. To play some part in promoting international goodwill and understanding among the peoples of the world 

through person-to-person contact. 
8. To refine and perfect our product by continuous travel-testing over the highways and byways of the world. 
9. To strive endlessly to stir the venturesome spirit that moves you to follow a rainbow to its end… and thus 

make your travel dreams come true. 
– Wally Byam 

Don Williams, SNU President, kd6uvt@wbcci.net;  
What do you want to be in life, a spectator or a participant?

For more info on the Sierra Nevada Unit go to: www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/ , Sierra Nevada Unit of the WBCCI on 
Facebook or email us at: snu157@wbcci.net . (all photos courtesy of sierranevadaairstreams.org ) 
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