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Lassen Pines RV Resort Rally Review 

This rally proved one thing – there are pink flamingos in Hawaii. At least in the SNU Hawaii. 

Along with flower leis, palm trees and pineapples, pink flamingos fit right in. For a group that 

isn’t into costumes, we had some fantastic attire for our Saturday Hawaiian theme dinner 

prepared by Phil and Jasmin along with their friends Gerald and Shirley. Someone did 

mention the incongruity of wearing jackets and leis, but again that’s the SNU Hawaii. 

Back to the beginning. Along with Randy and Vicki, some of us arrived at Lassen on 

Wednesday. Randy and Vicki got right to work decorating the screen house. The SNU banner 

that Phil and Jasmin had given us was set up to welcome everyone to the park. The frame 

that Randy had made for the banner worked great. Vicki has added a new Airstream to the 

SNU. A cute little bird house she found at Penny’s. Vicki also found a string of blinking pink 

flamingos. The two new acquisitions added to the screen house decorations. The diorama 

had it’s special place in the screen house. There have been some additions and tweaks to it 

since last year. Pretty amazing that 11 years ago it started out as a simple disposable cake 

decoration. Jasmin made some delicious salads for our impromptu dinner. Thursday morning 

Russell helped Randy set up the Lighted Wonder. By the time everyone arrived and all the 

solar lights were out, we really had a very nice nighttime display. 

Thursday afternoon Russell and Doris entertained us singing 

some of the old favorite songs and playing guitars. After 

dinner we gathered at the fire table near the Bistro for 

another concert and hot tea provided by Jasmin. The lights 

on the Russ Bus made it easy to find our rally site after dark. 

Friday we had a nice leisurely morning and then headed 

down to the Bistro for lunch. Before the lunch we enjoyed an 

informative history presentation by Will Snyder. He is writing 

a book about this area and has done a tremendous amount 

of research. His wife Mary helps him edit the book. They were 

both educators before they retired. So you get the full effect, I have listed the lunch and 

dinner menus at the end of this article. After lunch we 

headed back to our Airstreams to recuperate. Later 

we did have our usual shared dinner although it was 

a little on the light side after that wonderful lunch. 

Saturday was the big day. We started off with Randy’s 

world famous waffles. They definitely lived up to 

expectations. Doris and Diane cooked bacon and 

Anita cooked sausage. There was a variety of 

toppings including strawberries and blueberries 

provided by Gary and Anita and cherries provided by 

Doris. After that and in anticipation of a very special 

dinner, we skipped lunch. Phil had loaned Randy a 

golf cart for the rally. Randy had a great time shuttling 

people and other things back and forth. I think we 

missed something though. There was no grass fringe 

or flower leis on the golf cart. Next time! Late 

afternoon, everyone dressed up in their Hawaiian 

attire and headed down to the screen house. Phil and 

Jasmin with assistance from their friends Gerald and 

Shirley, once again provided us with a memorable dinner.  
Continued Page 4 
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Sleeping in your Airstream 

From Dyann’s SNU 

Memories - At a rally at 

Sweetwater in 2009, Jerry 

decided we needed new 

batteries for the trailer and he 

and Bryan Leipper went into 

Yerington to get them. On 

their way back they spotted a 

1986 Classic Airstream 

Motorhome. They came back 

to camp and told us about it. 

Jerry and I decided to go take 

a look at the inside of it. We 

took Roger Jeppson with us 

so he could help negotiate or 

tell us not to buy it. When we 

got there he took one look at 

it and told Jerry if he doesn’t 

buy it he was going to. That 

ended any doubt for Jerry. On 

our way home from the rally 

we took several others with 

us back to look at it again 

and Jerry made an offer to 

the guy and he accepted it.  

Thursday October 19 to Sunday October 22, 2017 the SNU rally will be at Boca Rest near 

Truckee, CA. Boca Rest is a semi-dispersed NFS site right on the reservoir. The campground 

offers some great opportunities for hiking, bike riding, fishing, exploring nearby historic 

sites, or just relaxing and taking in the scenic views. The Campground is just a short drive 

into downtown Truckee. Take the Hershdale exit off I 80 head north over the bridge and 

past the dam. Continue around the east side of the reservoir about a half mile. The 

campground is just off the road on the left. Bring wood for campfires.  

“ T h e  G r e a t  B a s i n  
A i r s t r e a m  

R V  A s s o c i a ti o n ”  

Boca Rest Rally in October 

For every member of WBCCI and the SNU, at least one WBCCI International Rally should be 

on your bucket list. Salem, OR is the location for the 61st International rally and the closest 

to SNU home territory for several years. Don and Gail Williams are in the process of consid-

ering an SNU caravan to Salem. The Williams have been to several International Rallies. 

Don has been attending workshops on leading caravans and Gail is the chair of the 2018 

Flea Market for the rally. If you are interested in possibly caravanning with Don and Gail 

contact them ASAP. Don’s email is kd6uvt@mac.com There is no better way to enjoy every-

thing an International rally has to offer than being with friends whose experience and assis-

tance can help you make the most of this special event. Top that off with a caravan of your 

friends and fellow SNU members to Salem and you have a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Don and Gail will be at the SNU rally at Boca Rest in October. This will be a great opportuni-

ty to find out more about the caravan and rally, to share ideas and to begin making some 

preliminary plans. To get some idea of what the Salem rally may be like, check out the pho-

to galleries of the 2006 WBCCI Rally in Salem. To get more information on the 2018 Rally 

including the registration forms, go to the WBCCI website. If you are even just beginning to 

consider going to the Salem Rally, register now. The rally is filling up fast.  

Salem in 2018 

If you like camping or holding rallies in dispersed sites or boondocking 

where the nearest place to dispose of trash might be the trash cans back 

at home, dealing with trash and garbage needs to be considered. It is 

standard practice that what you take in, you haul out. You also need to 

remember nature. Bears, bugs, and other critters consider trash and 

garbage their own personal banquet. Everyone has their own ways of 

dealing with trash based on personal preferences, available resources 

and lifestyle. Being able to keep most of your trash in your tow vehicle is 

a great way to keep things from accumulating in the Airstream, keep it safe from roving critters and 

keep the rally site clean. Here are just a few tips regarding trash that might be helpful. 

* Separate smelly stuff from paper and other trash. Enclose smelly stuff in zip bags to keep the 

smell to a minimum and therefore less attractive to roving critters. 

* Re-package things at home if possible. For instance things that are in plastic boxes can be put into 

zip bags which take up much less space in the trash can. Reusable containers are also an option.  

* Do prep work at home. Instead of bringing a whole melon to a rally, if you have room in the Air-

stream frig, cut it up and dispose of the rind at home. Much of the prep work for meals can also be 

done at home like cooking rice or pasta, cleaning and cutting vegetables and preparing sauce for 

spaghetti. This not only minimizes trash it can reduce the amount of water needed for cleaning 

and cooking. 

There are lots of good links for trash disposal on the internet. In particular, the Burning Man website 

has a lot of great information, including a very nice summary list and grocery shopping tips. One exam-

ple is to use aluminum cans which can be crushed rather than glass jars. 

Trash             

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/wbcci/2006-international-rally/salem-review.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/wbcci/2006-international-rally/salem-review.html
https://burningman.org/event/preparation/playa-living/trash-recycling/
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If you drive, there’s no doubt that you’ve encountered a few bridges. You may have even 

noticed a few special ones. You may even choose to visit a bridge. Historic Bridges of the US is 

a database of 32,335 historic bridges in the United States of America, past and present that 

you can search to find an interesting or historic bridge near your travels. 

The home page has a map where you can choose a state and 

then a county and then a bridge. The statistics page for the 

bridge includes information about its type, status, history, traffic, 

size, and location. The Categories section for a bridge provides a 

convenient link to other bridges with a common characteristic. 

If you are into bridges, Historic Bridges of the US needs to be in 

your bookmarks and in your RSS feedreader.  1958 Lions Gate Bridge in Vancouver, 

Bridges                  Posted in Zephyrs August 2009 

The S.N.U. 1980 Mid-Nevada Caravan 

These are experts from the photo album of this caravan. To review the entire album and see 

the photos, check the website. 

The Mid-Nevada Caravan was scheduled before the end of last year. Its August 17 through 29th 

and followed by the Hearts of Gold rally 

at Fallon had been stressed for months 

in the bulletins. Five Airstream families 

met in Fallon, NV in front of the Water 

Hole bar just behind Raley’s shopping 

center. By 10:30 AM we were on our 

way. Howard and Ann explained the 

history of the area East of Fallon. 

Howard’s Grandfather had hauled 

freight for the area’s miners. The nights 

of 8/18 and 19 were spent South of Ely 

at the excellent Ward Mt Campground, 

again at cool high elevations. Sam has blown his 4PM assembly horn. (It sounds like a bad 

tummy rattle topped off with a sauerkraut burp!) These ovens have been beautifully renovated. 

So many times we were so very proud of the excellent care the Nevada State Park System has 

given to our history and the free campgrounds for us seniors. 8/20 en route to Lehman Caves 

from Ely, we just had to have lunch by the road atop Connors Pass. Then on to Baker and the 

Lehman Caves. The campgrounds were all full and much fun was had high in the mountains on 

narrow roads to find a campsite. After seeing the caves we did go to the commercial park in 

Baker. We stayed in a free camp at Echo Lake State Park. Each space beautifully manicured 

with water + free dump to Seniors. Howard served another great Breakfast. The Lake is small 

and seepage keeps it low. There are trout that didn’t bit and many small crappee that would 

bite anything. 8/25 South of Pioche is the spectacular Cathedral Gorge. Truly photo bug 

paradise. Then on to the immaculate high cool Kershaw-Ryan. 6/25 an interesting desert run 

to Tonopah, but we did pass up many ghost towns. North of Tonopah we made a stop overnight 

by the road in the vast desert plain surround by far off mountains – Camp Claustrophobia! 

8/28 through Austin en route to Fallon. 8/29 Fallon “Hearts of Gold” rally at Pres Lee and 1st 

Lady Sue Brown’s ranch. Our rigs were parked along the canal. Lee had put much effort into 

* Renew your 2018 membership in the SNU online. It’s easy and quick. 

* The SNU annual business meeting will be held at the Boca rally. Hopefully we will have a list 

of officers for 2018 and a rally schedule. Be sure to share your ideas and better yet, offer to 

volunteer, even if you aren’t able to come to the rally 

SNU Business 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17-rallyschedule.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/178368645651150
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://bridgehunter.com/
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/snu-history/80-caravan/index.html
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After dinner we adjourned to the Bistro for a “formal” concert and dessert. Russell’s 

singing and guitar playing provided a perfect ending to a very enjoyable day. Check the 

website for some videos of Russell and Doris singing along with photo galleries of the 

rally 

The SNU members participating in this rally were Randy & Vicki, Gary & Anita, Russell, 

Bryan & Diane, Jerry & Dyann, Susie, Wheels & Doris. Gene & Kathy and Gene & Car-

men. We were very sad to learn that Eric and Terry lost the transmission in their tow 

vehicle so they weren’t able to come. Randy & Vicki’s friends Bob & Charlotte who live 

in McArthur joined us for various meals. Always great to see them. Along with the peo-

ple, there were 9 Airstreams, 7 dogs, 1 cat, 1 bird and 2 tortoises. 

Sunday after morning coffee most of the participants, packed up and headed 

home. A few of us stayed over till Monday. We couldn’t have asked for better 

weather over the weekend, although a little warmer would have been nice. A 

great location, great facilities, fantastic food, great company, and the best RV 

Park owners we have ever met. What more could you ask for. A unanimous 

vote made it clear that the SNU will hold a rally at Lassen Pines RV resort in 

September 2018. Randy and Vicki are already working on ideas. Mark your 

calendars, plan to join us in 2018.  

Menus for Lassen Rally 

Mexican Inspired Luncheon - Homemade Albodingas soup made with local grass fed 

beef, local vegetables and organic broth. Shredded Adobo chicken and local grass fed 

chipotle top sirloin strips for tacos, homemade organic salsa and guacamole, local 

homegrown tomatoes, and other fixings. Dessert was cinnamon pastry squares topped 

with sweet cream cheese and fresh local peaches from our neighbor with or without a 

little Grand Marnier 

Hawaiian Luau dinner - Organic green salad, lumpias (tiny pork/shrimp egg rollls), wild 

caught Coho salmon with pineapple, local grass fed top sirloin in sticks with onions and 

pineapple chunks, Jasmine rice topped with seaweed and sesame seeds, fresh fruit 

chunks of mango, watermelon, and pineapple, Kona coffee rubbed baby back ribs, red 

and white local wine, hot coffee and tea and pineapple upside down cake with vanilla 

bean ice cream. 
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From Wheels and Doris’s travels in 2008 - When we returned to our camp site at Ed-

wards I noticed water dripping under 

our trailer. From the outside it ap-

peared that the fresh water tank was 

dripping. Wait that can't be right, our 

fresh water tank was almost empty 

from our stay in Death Valley. Inside 

the trailer water was coming out of 

the shower and flowing down through 

a hole in the floor for plumbing to the 

area a round the tanks. I found the 

faucet on the bathroom sink had not 

been completely shut off and during 

the whole day enough water had gone 

into the grey water tank to back up 

into the shower. I quickly drained the 

grey water tank. Well that is I retrieve the fitting to connect to the sewer connection 

from the depths of my truck under the chairs I was bringing to my step daughter for 

use at Thanksgiving, and behind the kindling I had brought for starting campfires at 

Death Valley. Someday I'm going to have to organize that stuff. …. Since things have 

settled down I have had time to think about the whole affair. If I stuck to dry camping 

none of this would have happened. Read the full article  

Wheels and Doris’s Travels in 2008 

Light Weight Tinker Toys 

From  Zephyrs 2010 

PVC pipe is inexpensive, light-

weight, and fairly rigid. That 

makes it an excellent structural 

material for RV accessories. The 

problem is that the plumbing 

section of the local hardware 

store doesn’t carry some of the 

joints needed for things like box-

es. FORMUFIT is one answer. 

They call themselves “Tinker toys 

for adults.” and focus on furni-

ture grade PVC fittings, connect-

ors, and accessories. Besides 

fittings no plumber would ever 

use, they brag about the glossy 

finish without the branding and 

embossing you often find on 

plumbing fittings. It appears 

these folks are just getting start-

ed. The ‘plans library’ is listed as 

“coming soon” and the tips and 

FAQ sections just cover the ba-

sics. Prices seem to run around a 

buck a fitting plus shipping. With 

corner T’s, swivel T’s, end caps 

and other such fittings, your im-

agination might be your guide. 

You probably wouldn’t want to 

make benches, step stools and 

other load critical items out of 

PVC but it might work well for 

storage boxes and light shelving. 

Let your imagination be your 

guide!  

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/memories/rallies/17sp-lassen/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/memories/rallies/17sp-lassen/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/memories/travelogues/wheeler/08-dry_camping.pdf
https://formufit.com/

