
 

January Lunch 

 Future SNU Rallies  

May - Thursday May 18 - Sunday 

May 21, 2017 Eagle Lake BLM 

Campground North of Susanville, CA 
 

June - Thursday June 22 - Sunday 

June 25, 2017 – Crocker 

Campground near Beckworth, CA 
 

July - Thursday July 20 - Sunday July 

23, 2017 Weed Heights RV Park 
 

July 22-29, 2017 – WBCCI Interna-

tional Rally Escanaba, MI 
 

August - Thursday August 24 - Sun-

day August 27, 2017 Green Creek 

near Bridgeport 
 

September - Thursday September 

21 - Sunday September 24, 2017 

Lassen RV Resort, McArthur, CA 
 

October 11 – 15, 2017 Region 12 

Rally Jackson Rancheria, Jackson, 

CA 
 

October - Thursday October 19 - 

Sunday October 22, 17 Boca Rest 

near Truckee 
 

November 18, 2017 Saturday - 

Black Bear Fernley 
 

November, TBA Death Valley Mes-

quite Campground 
 

December 16, 2017 Saturday - 

J.T,’s Basque Restaurant, Gardner-

ville 
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Highlights  

 

Fort Sage Rally Review 

We had a great April rally at Fort Sage 

near Doyle, CA. As always, good food and 

great company. Participants in this rally 

included Gary & Anita, Wheels & Doris, 

Jerry & Dyann, Randy & Vicki and Bryan & 

Diane. Also as usual, we had some 

stimulating intellectual discussions. These 

included Randy’s in depth study on toilet 

paper, which is best for use in an RV and 

why. Randy even offered to create a 

Power Point presentation for us. We also 

had a discussion on coffee mugs which 

touched on thermodynamics, insulation 

properties, ease of use, stainless versus ceramic and other critical items. Randy had 

searched for several years to find the perfect mug that met his exacting criteria. Now he 

might have to order some for the rest of us. Weather for Friday dinner was just about perfect. 

Doris put out her beautiful pink flamingo table cloth that she got as a door prize at the SNU 

Holiday dinner hosted by Brian & Jeni Root. Saturday Dyann’s sister and daughter drove out 

for a visit. They stayed for dinner. Saturday it was a little blustery so we used Jerry & Dyann’s 

Moho for a wind break and set the food tables next to it. Other than holding on to your plate, 

dinner outside was pretty nice. Speaking of pink flamingos, Doris showed off her newest 

flamingo solar light. It’s really pretty. It seems we may be expanding our yard art collection. 

Dyann has a couple of solar light bears. Randy came across a solar frog he couldn’t pass up. 

A green shell is covered by patterned metal work. At night the green glow highlights the 

pattern. It’s really neat. Needless to say, our rally sites are pretty well decorated and lighted 

up. Two flamingos have been retired. These were given to Jerry & Dyann by the manager of 

the park at Unionville years ago. The plastic is getting old and a few cracks have appeared. 

They just aren’t flexible enough to travel anymore. It will be interesting to see what Jerry 

comes up with for replacements. Friday was a good day on some of the ham radio bands and 

Bryan was able to hear stations in Japan and other far flung destinations. Rallies at Ft Sage 

bring up memories of SNU friends Bruce & Kathy. Their first rally with the SNU was at Ft Sage 

in 2013. The following month tragically, they both died when their vintage Cessna crashed 

near Auburn, CA. After leaving the Ft Sage rally, Randy & Vicki will be heading up to Lassen 

RV Resort to begin making plans for our September rally there. Already, little hints indicate 

this rally is going to be special. In the meantime, we are looking forward to the May SNU rally 

at Eagle Lake.  

Morning Coffee 
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Sleeping in your Airstream 

 

It is always good to know 

what encourages people to 

choose the SNU rather 

than another Unit. It helps 

us evaluate what we are 

doing, if it is successful 

and what we might need 

to do to enhance the SNU 

experience and encourage 

more participation. Here is 

what one member had to 

say. “What attracted me to 

the SNU was 1. A smaller, 

more intimate unit. 2. 

Boondocking theme 3. 

High percentage of 

members being amateur 

radio operators 4. More of 

an informal or casual 

nature at the functions.” 

Share your thoughts. Let 

us know what attracted 

you to the SNU. The more 

you participate the more 

opportunities you have to 

influence the activities and 

directions of the SNU.  

Thursday May 18 to Sunday May 21, 2017 the SNU rally will be at the BLM Campground at 

Eagle Lake. The campground is 30 miles north of Susanville on Highway 139 and a half-

mile west on Lassen County Road A-1. Thursday we 

will have a salad and sandwich dinner. The SNU will 

provide the bread so rally participants should bring 

sandwich fixings and/or a salad. Friday dinner will 

be our usual shared meal. Saturday we will have a 

Mexican inspired dinner that will include Eric’s spe-

cial skirt steak tacos and Terry’s famous guacamole. 

They will also make salsa. In addition, we will have 

Vicki’s Mexican rice, beans, chips and maybe other 

goodies. This will be the third SNU rally at this site. A 

few memories from the rally in October 2005 were SNU member, Spencer Thomas joining 

us and Jerry parking his 30ft Airstream in a tight spot between trees. The rally in August 

2008 was the first SNU rally for Wheels & Doris. Also at that rally Don & Gail showed off the 

SNU poster they had made for the WBCCI International rally. I’m sure we will add some 

great memories from the 2017 rally especially about our Saturday Mexican dinner. Let us 

know if you plan to come so we can make sure we have enough tacos and other goodies for 

you. RSVP to hq@sierranevadaairstreams.org  

“ T h e  G r e a t  B a s i n  
A i r s t r e a m  

R V  A s s o c i a ti o n ”  

May Rally at Eagle Lake 

To one extent or another, many SNU members consider their Airstream in their 

emergency preparation plans. Among other things , it can be a warm place of ref-

uge if the electricity goes out for an extended period. In a worse case scenario 

such as a wildfire or flood, it can be towed out of danger and used as a home base. 

When thinking of your RV in regards to emergency planning, there are a few things 

to consider. 

Being ready to roll at a moment's notice - If you use your RV on a regular basis, you 

know what it takes to supply it for a few days independent of the social infrastruc-

ture. Being able to live without water, sewer, electricity, or other infrastructure ca-

pabilities for two or three days is one of the basic requirements of an emergency 

preparedness plan. It only takes a little bit more to make sure that you can use 

your RV not only for recreation but also as a means to be prepared for most natural 

or civil emergencies that come along. 

Maintenance - Knowing your RV is ready to roll is the first requirement. This means 

that it must be properly maintained and that any problems that come up should be 

fixed as soon as possible. In addition to vehicle maintenance you also need to pay 

attention to the equipment you use with your RV. This includes generators as well 

as hoses, adapters, and all that other stuff. Maintenance also means keeping your 

propane tanks filled and your tow vehicle gas tank at least half full. Another part of 

maintenance is keeping clean sheets and towels in the RV as well as emptying the 

garbage and cleaning dishes after you have used your RV. 

Perishable supplies - An RV that is not lived in tends to get hot in the summer and 

cold in the winter. This is not good for most foods and some other perishable sup-

plies - especially if there are freezing temperatures or over 90 degree tempera-

tures. Keep these things in your pantry bundled together so it is easy to grab and 

run without leaving behind something critical. Keeping perishable supplies stored 

with household items has several benefits. They are stored so they will be usable 

for a longer period of time and they may be used and replaced with fresh supplies 

on an ongoing basis. The downside is that a conscious effort must be made to 

keep the inventory up to date. These supplies need to kept organized for immedi-

ate removal as a package. 

Emergency Preparation Plan 

From the Owners Guide - Written in 1999 Last Modified 2012 

Continued page 3 
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To keep informed about 

the Sierra Nevada Unit 

- select any of the 

following links. 

 

SNU newsletter and 

article information 

 

SNU 2017 Rally 

Schedule - Mark your 

calendars  

 

SNU Facebook Page 

 

What's new in  

Sierra Nevada 

Airstreams.org 

“The Great Basin Airstream RV Association”                 WBCCI - Sierra Nevada Unit - Newsletter 
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“ T h e  G r e a t  B a s i n  
A i r s t r e a m  

R V  A s s o c i a ti o n ”  

Water – A supply of drinking water is one of the most critical emergency 

preparedness supplies to keep in stock. If some construction down the street knocks 

a hole in the water mains, a hurricane or tornado wanders your way, or something 

else happens to your water supply, you will need drinking water to last a few days 

until the water supply problem is fixed or some other workaround can be set up. Your 

RV is an ideal place to store a few gallons of water. One problem is that water 

freezes and you don't want to destroy your water tank over winter. Leave a couple of 

gallons of water in food grade containers that can freeze without bursting in your RV 

refrigerator, perhaps in a bucket in case they is a leak anyway. There should be at 

least one gallon per person stored this way and two gallons per per person would be 

better. What you don't want to do is to make this water storage a nuisance when you 

prepare for a routine outing. 

Why the fridge? When you set your rig to a standby status, you should make sure the 

door of your refrigerator is left ajar to prevent condensation and molding. Even with 

the door ajar, the refrigerator still provides an insulated environment that will help 

keep what is inside from the extremes of heat or cold that occur in your RV in 

storage. 

Special supplies - Emergency preparedness means having on hand a few things you 

might not normally need. A first aid kit that includes more than just the basics is one 

of the most essential. Others include items such as prescription medicines, a spare 

set of eye glasses, and any other items needed for personal comfort, health and 

safety. 

Routine supplies - There are two types of routine supplies. One is that set of stuff 

that just lives in your RV and is dedicated to its use. The second set includes things 

like clothing and personal items that you pack every time you go on an outing. This 

second set needs consideration in terms of emergency preparedness. You should 

have some spare underwear and a winter jacket stored in the RV. New stuff isn't 

needed - just stuff about one step away from being tossed or used for rags. Think 

about what would be needed to be comfortable on a weekend campout. Keep 

weather in mind. Layers of clothing and multiple use clothes can make sure you are 

prepared for all sorts of conditions 

Pets – Don’t forget about your pets. Be sure you have water, food, identification, any 

medications, leashes, blankets and anything else needed to keep you pet healthy, 

safe, and comfortable in case of an emergency 

Weight and volume considerations - One thing you don't want to do is to load down 

your RV so much with emergency supplies that you have to completely reconfigure in 

order to go on a short outing. A way to deal with this is to have some less essential 

items in “go bags” stored in an easily accessible place in your home or garage. If an 

emergency should arise, all you would have to do is grab the bags and load them in 

the trailer or tow vehicle and head out. 

WBCCI - Sierra Nevada Unit - Newsletter 

Emergency Preparation Plan                               continued from page 2 

Have you checked out the Airstream website lately? In addition to exploring the new Air-

streams you can read about plans for an Airstream on Mars, check out the history of Wally 

Byam and Airstreams and shop for Airstream related items including apparel, service manu-

als, and gadgets and accessories for you and your Airstream. You can also schedule a ser-

vice appointment at the Jackson Center plant or find a local Airstream dealer.  

Airstream Inc. 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17-rallyschedule.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/178368645651150
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
https://www.airstream.com/
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There are ghost towns and almost 

ghost towns all over Nevada and 

the Eastern Sierras. Several SNU 

members have enjoyed visiting 

some of them on their own. These 

include Berlin, Sulfur, Aurora, and 

Mammoth Consolidated Mine. The 

SNU has had rallies at or near a few 

of them including Unionville, King-

ston, Manhattan and Bodie. In 1965, when there was just one unit in Nevada, they held a 

rally at Belmont. In 1980 an SNU caravan visited Manhattan and other sites in Eastern 

Nevada. There are many other towns in Nevada that are considered ghost towns, towns 

which boomed in the early days of Nevada mining and now are just small living remnants 

of their past, some of which the SNU has visited. Just a few 

of these on a very long list include Virginia City, Jarbidge, 

Austin, Gold Hill, Washoe City, Lamoile and Tonopah. As 

Native Nevadans, SNU members Jerry, Roger, and Gary can 

tell you some interesting stories of early Nevada and of 

some of these towns. 

One town we know pretty well is Unionville, located near 

Winnemmucca in Buena Vista Canyon. The SNU held sever-

al rallies at the county park where some of the remaining 

old buildings still stand. On two separate occasions, we had 

brunch at the historic Old Pioneer Bed & Breakfast. We 

were lucky enough at one rally to visit the historic school house. According to one website 

Unionville only had about 10 good years between 1870 and 1880 and it’s population nev-

er exceeded 3,000. Unionville is probably best know from the book “Roughing It” by Mark 

Twain. In the book he talks about his adventures in Unionville. Here are a few of Dyann’s 

comments about SNU rallies at Unionville. (1) I loved our rallies at Unionville. Getting there 

early and watching the others show up and their various attempts at leveling their trailers 

makes for a lot of fun. Jerry, I think, still holds the record though with his creative high rise 

of the trailer one year. (2) Having brunch at the Pioneer Inn and the tour of the old school 

house in Unionville was wonderful. (3) Jerry bringing out the grates to expand the entrance 

to the park in Unionville before our second rally there helped the others get in a lot easier. 

Check the website for photo galleries, stories, and links to more information on Nevada 

ghost towns. 

A friend of Bryan’s, Don Costar, was third generation Nevadan. He wrote a couple of sto-

ries from his family history which are posted on our website. Here is an excerpt from a 

story about his Grandfather. 

My Grandfather, Joe Camp, left Springfield Illinois near the end of the 19th century, loaded a 
printing press, collection of lead type fonts, paper, ink, wife, and three small girls into a cov-
ered wagon and hauled them to Nevada to set up business as a "tramp editor." He subse-
quently published five separate newspapers in Nevada mining towns, as documented at 
UNR in their special collections department. He would publish until the ore veins played out 
and he had to move to another mining camp. Hence the title "tramp editor." I know his 
newspapers did not have the sophistication of most organization's newsletters of today, but I 
do know from my Mother's stories, that they sold for three cents apiece, but sometimes trad-
ed for a can of fresh drinking water, or a piece of venison. (which was more plentiful than 
news in Nevada) My Mom told me Grandpa would load up his "ticker", ride his horse down 
into the valley from Jarbidge, Unionville, or wherever, climb a telegraph pole, and tap into 
the flow of news and messages between Sacramento and places East. She remembered he 
would sometimes be so angry because the wind blew away his paper notes. It was difficult 
hanging on to the pole and take notes, and hold the ticker all at the same time. Then he 
would have to climb back up again and start all over until it got too dark to see. It took 
sometimes two or three days to get enough news to fill his weekly paper, so he worked real-
ly hard to sell from 50 to 100 papers a week. He would only print the minimum number, 
and sometimes wait until he had another five or six sales before he would run off some more 
copies. She said he sometimes had to work at night in the mill, or the mine, to supplement 
his income to buy paper or ink, or lead for type, from Sacramento. 
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R V  A s s o c i a ti o n ”  

It was recently discovered that 

SNU member Jeanne Sassin has 

a unique talent and hobby. She 

paints eggs in the Ukrainian 

style. Jeanne uses unwashed 

white chicken eggs as they ac-

cept the paint the best. The de-

signs on these eggs are very 

detailed and require a lot of pa-

tience and skill as well as an 

artistic eye. Rick says Jeanne 

has been painting these eggs 

every spring for years. It is often 

a group effort as Jeanne teaches 

others this unique art.  

 

Nevada Ghost Towns 

  

Recent Discovery 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/destinations/ghost-towns/ghost-towns.html

