
 

Crocker Rally Review 

 Future SNU Rallies  

 Hickison Petroglyph BLM cmpgd - June 

23-26 

 WBCCI International Rally Lewisburg, 

WV - June 28, July 5, 2016 

 Weed Heights RV Park – near Yerington 

- July 21 - July 24, 2016 

 Obsidian Dome – near June Lakes, CA - 

Thursday August 18 – Sunday 21, 2016 

 Lassen RV Resort (SNU 40th Anniver-

sary Celebration) -near McArthur, CA - 

Thursday September 22– Sunday 25 

2016 

 Region 12 Rally Golden Palms RV site in 

Hemet, CA - Oct. 12th to the 16th of 

2016 

 Scout Camp, Ft Churchill NV State Park - 

Thursday October 20 – Sunday 23, 

2016 

 Carson City – Plaza Hotel- Saturday 

November 19, 2016 11:30 am lunch-

eon 

 Death Valley Mesquite Campground - 

Date TBA 

 Brian & Jeni Root's House, Reno - Satur-

day December 17, 2016 11:30 am 

luncheon 
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We survived the May 2016 Rally Challenge! The first challenge was very gusty winds on the 

way to the rally site. Then, unbeknownst to us, 

there was major road work in progress on the 

road from Beckworth to Crocker. We followed a 

pilot car over and around various obstacles for 

several miles. Then there was the known 

challenge of finding a reasonably level spot to 

park. Then there was the weather. We had 

everything from a beautiful sunny afternoon on 

Thursday to rain, snow, hail and very cool temps. 

We all survived and the rewards were worth it. Good company, good food, and good morning 

campfires on Saturday and Sunday all in a beautiful spot. When the road work is finished it 

will make access to Crocker much easier. The road now goes right through the front yard of 

a ranch. A new bypass will go through pasture area. The road will be widened and it looks 

like it will be paved all the way up. Another reward 

for this rally was the wildflowers. All the way to 

Crocker the fields were full of lupine and other 

flowers. Rally activities included shared meals and 

indoor activities. The rain and snow showers 

provided a lot of opportunities for catching up on 

visiting, reading, watching TV or movies, or just 

listening to the beautiful sound of rain on 

aluminum. Between showers we could get out and enjoy the campground. As always seems 

to happen, Sunday was the best day weatherwise. We made the most of it with one last 

campfire and coffee and enjoying the views of the valley below the campground. Once again, 

we were thankful we came despite the forecasts for less than perfect weather.  

40 Years of SNU ! 

Hickison Petroglyph Area is the site for the SNU rally 

Thursday June 23- Sunday June 26 2016. This will be our 

2nd rally at this location. Hickison is 20 miles east of 

Austin just off US 50 at Hickison Summit. The turnoff is 

well marked and easily spotted. This is a BLM site with 

individual camping spots and lots of nice juniper trees. 

Elevation at the campground is 6500 ft. There are good hiking trails that take you to various 

petroglyph sites and give you panoramic view of the surrounding country. There is a lot of 

history in the area. Hickison was named after a local ranch owner. In addition to being a 

prehistoric hunting and living site, it was visited by explorers like John Fremont. The Pony 

Express and Overland Stage routes pass through the area. You can also take a day trip into 

Austin to visit historic sites. The rally will include 

our usual shared meals and morning coffee. Plan 

to join us at Hickison.  

Some comments from the 2011 rally at Hickison 

– Hickison was well worth the drive out Hwy 50. 

The campground sits up on juniper and pine 

covered hills with panoramic views. Wheels and 

Doris arrived first. Doris met us all decked out in 

her pink flamingo finery.  

June Rally at Hickison 

Heading Home 

Morning Campfire 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16jn-hickison.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16jn-hickison.html
http://wbcci.org/activities/international-rally/2016-lewisburg-wv
http://wbcci.org/activities/international-rally/2016-lewisburg-wv
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16jy-weedheights.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16jy-weedheights.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16ag-obsidian.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16ag-obsidian.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16sp-lassen.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16sp-lassen.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16sp-lassen.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16sp-lassen.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16oc-scoutcamp.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16oc-scoutcamp.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16oc-scoutcamp.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16jn-hickison.html


Although the records aren’t clear, it appears that Don and Mary Lou Damoth joined the 

SNU sometime in the late 1990’s. They traveled extensively so it wasn’t until around 

2000 that we began to see them at SNU activities. The Damoth’s relationship with Air-

stream goes back a long way. It seems they have owned Airstreams since the 1960’s. 

Their three kids grew up traveling in Airstreams, sleeping is special bunk beds installed 

in the trailer. After their kids had grown up, the Damoth’s traveling companion was their 

cat Belle. Belle along with Don and Mary Lou attended many SNU rallies in the late 

1990’s and early 2000’s. Don and Mary Lou were one of the three remaining active 

SNU members in 2002 when we had to 

make some critical decisions as to the fu-

ture of the Unit. With their support and par-

ticipation, the SNU decided to keep going 

and within a few short years was well on the 

way to becoming a viable, solid Unit. Don 

and Mary Lou were the members who 

checked out Twin Lakes. The SNU subse-

quently held several very successful rallies 

there. They also organized picnics at Spoon-

er Lake. The Damoth’s hosted a December 

pot luck luncheon in 2003 and a very special Christmas luncheon in 2007. Both were 

held at their home. For the 2007 event, Mary Lou made ornaments for everyone from 

sand dollars they had collected on a trip to Florida. Starting in late 2002 Don, with Mary 

Lou’s assistance, produced the SNU newsletter. They continued doing the newsletter 

through 2007. Don wrote most of the articles and a lot of the photos were his. Don was 

doing the newsletter during it’s transition from postal mail to online. In the beginning, 

he often did the newsletter, printed it, and mailed it while on the road. It was Don who 

created the logo for the SNU’s 30th Anniversary year. Don served as president in 2006. 

Don was and avid bicycle rider and he enjoyed visiting hot springs. Both of these activi-

ties were often part of his rally agenda. Don and Mary Lou were strong supporters of 

the SNU and great people to be with at rallies and other gatherings. Their contributions 

greatly enhanced the activities and functions of the SNU which benefited all of us. They 

are part of what makes the SNU special.  

Delegate Meeting - Don Williams is the SNU delegate for the WBCCI Delegates meeting at 

the International Rally in Lewisburg. He will be voting on two motion for the SNU at the 

meeting. Both of these motions were summarized fully in the May issue of the Blue Beret. 

Please take a few minutes to review these motions then let the SNU know what you opin-

ions are and any comments or questions you might have. We’ll pass your input along to 

Don. 

Letter regarding SNU Bylaws – Recently, SNU members received a letter from the Region 

12 President containing a proposed motion for the WBCCI IBT to consider. The proper way 

to handle matters related to a Unit's charter are established in the WBCCI Constitution Arti-

cle XI. The SNU has drafted several possible responses to this letter and it’s contents. Your 

input and suggestions as well as any questions you might have, would be much appreciat-

ed. Please take some time to review the information and suggestions for response on the 

SNU website. Let us know what you think. 
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Remembering Special People—Don & Mary Lou Damoth 

From the July 2005 

newsletter - A note from 

our newest members 

My wife, Vicki, and I recently 

purchased a new 25' Safari 

and have now joined the 

Sierra Nevada Unit of the 

WBCCI. The SNU and its fine 

members have contributed 

significantly to our enjoyment 

of the Airstream. In April, 

when we were considering 

the purchase of an 

Airstream, we spent a few 

hours at Lake Lahonton with 

some of the SNU members. 

We really appreciated their 

willingness to answer our 

questions and to provide us 

wi th  other  A i rs t ream 

information. The kindness 

and friendliness of everyone 

made a lasting impression. 

Last month in Kingston we 

attended our first rally with 

our new Airstream. We had a 

marvelous time visiting with 

everyone and enjoying our 

surroundings. Our only regret 

was that we did not arrive a 

day earlier. We are looking 

forward to the meeting at 

Spooner Lake this July. We 

purchased our Airstream 

from Mountain Family RV. 

Everyone we have dealt with 

there has been superb and 

their service has been 

excellent. We are lucky to 

now have an Airstream 

dealer so close and are also 

lucky to have such a fine 

dealer. - Randy Grossman 

Sierra Nevada Unit Business 

Lassen Update 

Randy and Vicki took a trip up to Lassen RV Resort in May to solidify plans for the Septem-

ber 22 – 25 SNU 40th Anniversary rally. From what I hear, it sounds like this is indeed going 

to be a pretty special rally with a few surprises thrown in here and there. Randy will be 

providing more details in the July newsletter so keep your eyes open. It’s not to early to rsvp 

for this rally. Go to the website for more information.  

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/memories/travelogues/damoth/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/members/bc/16ma-cbl/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16sp-lassen.html
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To keep informed about 

the Sierra Nevada Unit 

- select any of the 

following links. 
 

SNU newsletter and 

article information 

 

SNU 2016 Rally 

Schedule - Mark your 

calendars  

 

SNU Facebook Page 

 

What's new on the 

SierraNevadaAirstrea

ms.org 
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Sierra Nevada Units Success 

There are many reasons for the success of the SNU. Primary among them are the 

principles it chose to use as guidelines when it went through a transition and 

rebuilding process in 2002. Among the many successes of the SNU are: 

 Most of the active SNU members have contributed in one way or another to 

the SNU. This includes scouting rally sites, hosting rallies including special 

event rallies, serving on the board, writing articles for newsletters, 

representing the SNU at other rallies and activities, writing articles for the 

Blue Beret, recruiting new members, promoting the SNU, publishing the 

newsletter and so much more. 

 The SNU as a group and individual members, have participated in quite a 

few community service projects and promotional events. 

 The SNU has an excellent retention rate. In 2016 alone, excluding those who 

sold their Airstream, had health issues, or transferred, 100% of 2015 

members renewed for 2016 

 Many of our members, including some we see infrequently have been 

members for 5 or more years. 

 The SNU has had an average of at least 25 members for the last 10 years. 

 The SNU has been able to gain or keep members because of what it does 

and how it functions rather than having to resort to gimmicks or incentives. 

 The SNU is probably one of the few Units, even including some brand new 

Units, who can say that for the last 10 years, we have had a representative 

board. In other words, we have not had one person filling multiple positions 

or even two people representing one membership on the board at the same 

time. 

 Many SNU members have supported WBCCI and Region 12 in various ways 

including serving on committees for International and Regional rallies, 

serving on the 2007 Communications Committee , serving as regional 

membership chair and developing various tools and systems that have 

assisted both WBCCI and the region. 

 

We are grateful to all SNU members, those who have been active participants and 

those not so active but who continue to support the SNU year after year. Once 

again, Jerry’s statement ”It’s the Airstreams that bring us together but it’s the 

people who keep us together” best describes the SNU. 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16-rallyschedule.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/178368645651150
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14


Page 4 “The Great Basin Airstream RV Association”                    WBCCI - Sierra Nevada Unit - Newsletter 

4 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  Y e a r  

 

Sometime around 2002 or 2003, 

the SNU decided to simplify finances 

for rallies and luncheons. SNU mem-

bers chose to set a voluntary flat fee 

for both it’s rallies and it’s lunch-

eons. The payment of rally and 

luncheon fees, being totally volun-

tary also means that they are also a 

vote of acceptance of the event by 

the participants involved. As these 

examples from SNU newsletters 

illustrate, paying for meals was be-

coming complicated, a source for 

irritation, and most of all a huge 

interference in the enjoyment of the 

whole event. 

From a 1999 Christmas dinner - The 
Burnhams will prepare the food and 
each person will be assessed their 
share of the cost. We will keep it 
low. * From a 2001 luncheon - Be-
cause of the large group, individual 
meal bills were not available, so we 
had to divvy up the bill ourselves. 
This caused some concern so we will 
notify people ahead of time at future 
meetings. * Another 2001 luncheon - 
For groups of 10 or more there will 
be only one check with 15% added so 
we will have to split up the bill 

The flat fee system has proved ben-

eficial in that people know what to 

expect and can plan accordingly. 

There is no ambiguity or change in 

what the Kitty Kall will be. This ena-

bles participants to focus on what’s 

important – enjoying the fellowship 

of other Airstreamers and not fuss-

ing about how much they owe. 

Sierra Nevada Unit Memories   

The SNU has watched several kids and grandkids grow up. It’s always great to have 

kids at our rallies and we have en-

joyed being part of their lives. Some 

of the kids include Rich & Judy Jag-

gard’s kids Jenny & Brian. Jerry & 

Dyann Thornburg’s grandkids Cole & 

Sidney and niece Taylor. Don & Gail 

Williams niece, Lauren and grand-

son Brandon. Rick & Jeanne LaBor-

de’s son Guy. Brian & Jeni Root’s 

kids Nick, Erika & Sidney. Dean & 

Shelly’s granddaughter, JessiLynn. 

Mike & Cindy’s grandkids. Victor & 

Bobbi’s son William. Gene & Car-

men’s grandkids whose names I’ve 

never been able to get straight. All of 

these kids have attended SNU ral-

lies, some have been frequent rally 

participants. We have also had sev-

eral families with kids come to our 

rallies as guests. Some memories of 

these kids that stick in my mind in-

clude Brian’s violin concerts at King-

ston and Hat Creek and Jenny’s par-

rot at Boca Springs. Cole & Sidney 

taking turns conducting the train at Portola. Brandon & Guy having a great time at 

Obsidian. Nick given fishing lessons at Kingston by Rich Jaggard. Nick also played 

guitar for us at a Christmas party at the Damoth’s. Erika has written two poems 

about her Airstreaming experiences, one of which was published in an issue of the 

Blue Beret. Then there was Jessilynn’s first birthday at the 2012 Cantaloupe Festival 

rally. Shelly went all out with a pink flamingo theme. Hopefully we have given all the 

kids that have come to SNU rallies a glimpse of what Airstreaming is all about and 

provided them with some good memories. Maybe one of these days, a few might 

become Airstreamers themselves. Check out the photo galleries of SNU kids on the 

website.  

Send us your stories and memories of your ex-

periences with the SNU. We’d love to add them 

to the archives and possibly use them in future 

newsletter. 

Kitty Kredits is our way of showing appreciation 

for your participation in the SNU. These Kredits 

can be applied to your reservation fees for the 

40th Anniversary Rally in September. Check the 

rallies section on the website and other re-

sources to job your memory about some of the 

special or unique moments at SNU rallies. 

Check this link for more information on stories 

and Kitty Kredits 

Sierra Nevada Unit Kids 
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http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/members/snu-mbrhandbook/06fb-opnotes-fiscal.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/members/snu-mbrhandbook/06fb-opnotes-fiscal.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/family/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/snu-history/40th-anniversary/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/snu-history/40th-anniversary/index.html

