MODERN GYPSIES CAMP AT LANSDOWNE.

Six hundred American visitors, in a caravan of -more than 200 gleaming Lansdowne Park until Friday. The visit to the Capital is 2 highlight of

at | their tour of Eastern Canada led by trailer manufacturer Wally Byam ,
(Journal Photo by Dominion Wide

aluminum trailers, arrived in Ottawa yesterday and will be encamped
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A mcdem version of the
wagon train is encamped in
Ottawa today.

_ Six hundred Amerxcans, with
‘a yen to sexplore the. historic
sites_ of Canada, have ‘invaded
the Capital in a gleaming silver
caravan.-of more than 200
trailers. V4

. They are encamped on the
spacious greens of Lansdowne
Park: anid will" be there uhtil
Friday, when they leave for
Montreal and other points on
a trip that will take them ‘to

) the Maritimes, wh I yvca.%g'm
PR eﬁ@% of Evan:|

geline and other Acadians.
Form Streets.

“Usually we camp like a
“covey -of quail, ring on ring in
a“tirele”;, says Ray Whaley, a
‘retired  insurance executive,
who llve § at Mongomery,
Alabama: “But the grounds
here afford us the hixury of
also having streets, like what
we ]oku-ggly “call Slum. avénue,

The Whaleys, Ray and his
wife, - are tall, white-
haired, blue-eyed folk, with a
ruddy complexion, typical -of
_many others in the trailer.camp
who have been “on the road
since early June™.

Ottawa the Highlight.

“It's been interesting so far,
but this visit to Ottawa is
_ likely to. be the highlight of

our trip, with the Mounties,

Houses of Parliament and

what - have - you”, said -Mrs.

Whalqy, in a Southern accent,

just’ dripping with the sugges-

tion of Magnohas and mmt
" juleps.

“I -declare, the paople in
Canada are among the frlend-
liest I ever met.” .

Majority of the group in the
-urayan are retired or semi-

--professiohal - people—
gomsé “wishtheir own children,
others with grandchildren.

Nearly every state is repre-
sented and everyone seems to

~ be having a grand time, says
rs. Betty Taylor, of Kokomo,
is . the unpaxd

OUS.

|S|fors
amp Here

my wife thxs,tlme, because the

Jng at the capital was at

_ I meeting, still wearing the blue|%

mals -arrange for the- tx'avelle

- in that town.

people were so friendly.”

The caravanners gathered at
The Dells, Wisconsin, in June|&
and then -started their move [{§&
east. They entered Canada at -
Sault Ste. Marie. ’

Their last stop before arriv-

Algonquin Park.’ -

“We -~ started from there
around 8 o’clock this morning,
with the first trailer reaching
the city limits around 1.30]§

-

~=#4%%7e take our time travelling,
so that all can enjoy the sights.
The last trailer didn’t arrive
here until after 5 o’clock with,
of course, frequent stopbvers.”

While travelling, the trailers
are well-spaced' so as not to
block or hinder traffic wanting:
to pass on the highway. ’

Get  Police Escort.

" A police escort was waiting
for ¢he trailers at their Britan-|
nia Drive-In Theatre rendez-
vous and escorted them down
Carling avenue-and round the
Driveway to Lansdowne. ..

There were shiny aluminum
trailers ‘parked- for half a mile} g
down Highway 17 from the
theatre entrance,

Also parked on the road
shoulder - was Mayor Nelms’
car, while’ His Worship wan-
dered through the caravans|4
‘and chatted with the travellers |
after greeting the wagon mast-
er and the tour leaders. )

He spent half an hour there,
then had to rush baeck to City
Hall for a Board of Controj

'tam that is' the Wally Byam
‘caravan. hallmark. )

Drawn up in a ring-at - Lans-
‘downe, the trailers read like 2
map of the United States, with i
licence “plates = from almost §8
every corner of the Union. |

' The majority of the travellers
are wealthy retired couples,
owners . of Cadillacs and Lin-
colns, with a smattering of sta-§
tion wagons.

"In some centres, civic' off

i & a T'EC
can be kept of the money. spent/
|

Xeni'Coupl\es.
years Eastern Cariadaf

lvonnoer

‘includes more children and'

cotnlee - than  suver
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“I declare, the people
Canada are among the
liest I ever met.”

Majority of the gr(;up in
n. are ry ;
h gramdchildren,

_Mrs,

who is . the

] were
memento of Princess Mar
aret’s 1958 visit to

. . Gerald Geldert,

_ are guided

the St. Lawrence Seaway,
brainstorin of Wally Byam, an

" comfortable Tiving by manu-
facturing. and selling trailers.
There are three tours under
. Way ‘at ‘present, the 'one in
Canada, one in- Mexico and, of
all plgces, one in Africa,
. Each caravanner’ pays his
to the kifly which is used for
‘camping facilities, _hydro,
water and: what-have- 5u.« .
“It’s no ‘more expensive than
living ~at Home”, say the
Whaley’s, who are the only
representatives of the State of
Alabama in thé caravan, “We
have everything' in this trailer
that we have in ‘our-permanent |-
.home, only on a smaller scale.”
‘People So Friendly.’

friend-

18 year’
g-| tour‘includes
the Capital, Younger co
director of| before,
tourist bureau, was among

el committee and

o

353
the activities planned| .
trips. to the Parlia-
x:nt}bu,ildings, boat trips along

‘Rideau Capal and Ottawa
tiver and ever a trip down to
' The caravan tours sre the

‘who has made a

5, and contributes| v

from $3,000 to $6,000 and the|
|- campers pay their’

Byam Caravan in the Uniteg

[nau tor a Board of Contr
meeting, still wearing the bl
'tam that is the Wally ,}Bya:
caravan hallmark. -
Drawn up in a ring-at -Lans

in

t’hél’downe. the trailers-read like
semi-| Map of the United States, wit
| lie

.| licénce - “plates . from aimos
sn,| €Very carner of the Union.
"' The majority of the traveller:

. Ithy retired couples
Nearly every state is repre-| ar¢ Wwea . Ly
sented and everyone seems to! OWners of Cadlllacs_,and Lin
be having a grand time, says| colns, with a smattering of sta-
etty Taylor, of Kokomo,
paid

| tion wagons:

i

more children and’
upl‘g‘s - than ever

Typical are the
and Mary, and their sons, -John,
13, .and " Eddie, nine, Califor.’
‘nians who have been caravan-
ing for the past . three:. Sum-y
mers. ’ o
In the Winter, Mr. Ej
plies his trade as a building §
‘contractor - while his wj
teaches school, - *

Their trailer, - like all ths
| others,

is built of aluminum,
22 feet long. They hitch
it to a “camp truck” where the
boys and their pet “poock,
Rusty, sleep. . )
Inside it looks like a cros
between an 1
cabin with

‘Eisens, Jack

o
airplane ap# ship’s]

own way all :
down the line. e '
~ Most - of them paint their
hames and the previous ‘cara-
vans they've been: on, on the g
side of  their trailers, :
All  told, there are ‘some
19,000 disciples of the Wally

A, - IUs notthe first visit for Mr. |
%;,Whaley “to Ottawa. He was
~dhere on the last tour, two years !

#go. “But I just had to bring|
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