
In 2008 I received a call from someone by the name of Gayland Stephens from Texas.  We talked a 

few minutes and he asked if my wife Susan and I might attend the Texas Vintage Rally in San 

Antonio, Texas.  Yes, we are on our way. 

 

Sue and I drove through the wonderful and historic town of Fredericksburg . 

 

We stopped in Fredericksburg for lunch and a walk through.  Susan decided to become a 

wranglerette, and found the first horse in sight. 

 



Sue seemed so natural in the saddle, that I became concerned if we were ever to keep up our 

schedule and arrive in San Antonio.  Thank goodness!  Yes, we ran out of quarters and had to put 

our tack up. 

Our next stop was Wimberley and we spent two nights with Pat and Linda McDowell.  We learned 

all about steel cut oats.  That is our new mainstay for breakfast with blueberries and a sprinkle of 

pecan chucks and raw sugar.  Thank you Pat and Linda. 

If you are a stranger in Texas it doesn't take long to have new life-long friends.  When in Wimberley 

your day destination is Austin.  If you are in Austin it's the Bob Bullock's Texas State History 

Museum.  Whoopee! 

 

     

After viewing one of the best historical museums in the United States, Pat, Linda, Sue and I 

headed back to Wimberley.  It wouldn't be correct not to have some Texas Bar-B-Que. 

This is a mouth watering picture of our meal being prepared. 



 

Sue and I had great time in Wimberley with the McDowell's.  Now it is on to San Antonio. 

Where do you begin with, is the Texas Vintage Rally, the Alamo, Caravanners, River Walk, 

missions…just bring it on! 

 

First of all Sue and I pay our respects to the Alamo and the freedom fighters for Texas 

Independence, and the tragic Goliad Massacre. 



Finally Sue and I meet Gayland Stephens.  What a gentleman.  A spokesman for what is good in 

the Wally Byam Caravan Club, and a personal Chamber of Commerce for Texas.  After meeting 

him, he has become our hero.  Sue and I so admire his fight for better health.  We love you 

Gayland, and Ella Faye.  Ella Faye, behind every  hero is a super woman.  This picture will always 

remind me of Gayland.  He's a hugger! 

 

 

The missions of San Antonio tell a story development, and spiritual providence. 



What a rally.  Was it the piña coladas? Possible, yes possibly? 

 

We're getting close.  It must be the Airstreams.  The new ones and the many vintage Airstreams. 

 

 



Was it the people?  We definitely are there.  Caravanners really know what it is all about.  Rallies, 

friendships, good food, and the love of Airstreams and their Units. 

 

 

The above pictures tell so much about what makes a great rally.  I know that all of the attendees 

appreciate the work that Gayland put into making this a very special rally. 

My participation in the rally was to pay tribute to the following moments in my life, Airstream, and 

the Wally Byam Caravan Club. 



 



 

2009 was the 50th anniversary of Wally's African Caravan. 



Wow, what a great time Susan and I had at the rally.  I do enjoy talking about and answering 

questions about the Airstream history, the WBCCI, Wally, Helen, Africa and so much more.  Thank 

you for having us join in with your festivities. 

Just a few more pictures on our way home. 

Gayland and Ella Faye invited us to spend two days with them in Hamilton.    

 

The shock of our visit with the Stephens was the burial site of Billy the Kid, I kid you not.  Because 

later on our trip home we drove through New Mexico and found a second burial site.  I will not 

even guess who is who, that would be kidding. The first marker is found in Hamilton, Texas and 

the second in Ft. Sumner, New Mexico.  I just saw a claim from someone that Billy the Kid is buried 

in Prescott, Arizona.  



 

One more stop in Texas.  We left Hamilton, for Hillsboro to spend a night with Haddaways.  We had 

a potluck dinner with members of the North Texas Airstream Community.  Had a after dinner talk. 

Thank you Jim and Janie. 

 

Thank you for a nice rally.  Sue and I wish all of you the best in your rally.  I wish that we could be 

there, but we are with you in sprit. My message to each of you is to hold on to your Wally Byam 

Caravan Club values.  Don't let transitory problems affect your membership and fellowship. 

God Bless all of you. 


