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DAMASCUS--- March 3-- The internationally -famed ~lly Byam
"Caravan" of 130 Americans driving 45" pick-up trucks pulling
house trailers is scheduled to arrive in Damascus during the
week end.

The widely-known tourist " trailer; group is en route by
land to Trieste after having left Capetown, South Africa, on
July 14,1959. They drove in caravan style through Africa to
Alexandria of the Egyptian Region, UAR, &01 thence by boat to
Beirut. They arrive in Damascus during the week end from Beirut.

The general composition of the 130 persons is of elderly,
retired business and professional men including farmers,
engineers, doctors and lawyers, their wives and some children.

The average age of the group is 67 years. The re are five
doctors, one of whom is $7 years old,

Their four-wheel drive International pick-up trucks are
fully equipped. Most of them are equipped with winches.

The 1eqder of the group, Wally Byam, stated that arrangements
for fuel, food and other necessities are made locally.

Mr. Byam has in the past organized similar trailer trips
to Central America and Europe. These trips have been" extremely
successful"

During their entire trip thus far through a large number of
countries, the members of the group hAve lived, cooked and slept
in their modern house trailers, which are their travelling homes.

This novel method of tourism has attracted wide attention
throughout the world, as attested to by the n,any letters wh ich
Mr. Byam says he has received.

He emphasized that the group was strictly "tourist" and out
to enjoy that part of the world they were visiting •

"Trailer" travel is a mode ':\Inich.as become increasingly
popular in the United States and in many other countries. In
country less rigorous than that which the Wally Byam caravan has
been following currently, the normal mode of transportation is
for the family" trailer" to be pulled by an ordinary automobile.
The special four-wheel vehicles are necessary for the Wally Byam
caravan because of the uncertain land conditions encountered,
especially throughout Africa.

"Trailers" normally are completely self -suffic ient, containing
livirig room, slt~eping quarters, kitchen and toilet facilities.
Some of the more elaborate and larger types even contain such
modern conveniences as showers.

The Wally Byam caravan will remain at Damascus approximately
four days camping just below Muhajereen Park.

From Damascus it travels north through Turkey to Trieste, the
end of the journey.




