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Oldsters' CaravaD to Tour Africa
By ROBERT PETERSON

BAKERSFIELD.Calif.: I've heard of many novelgroups for senior citizens. but none that tops
the Wally Byam Caravan Club. It has several thou­
sand trailer-owning members and its lofty purpose
is fun. companionship. and tra~l by trailer. There
are no fees and anyone can join who owns a car
and trailer. The club has made

.dozeIlS ot jouncy journeys to far­
away places. and is packing its gear
.for an l8-month trailer tour of
Africa starting next June.

I asked Wally Byam. a. ruddy
extrovert of 62 who throbs with
vitality, how it all started. "When I
first laid eyes on a trailer some 30
years ago," he recalled, "I was so
fascinated that I,decided to become
a trailer manufacturer. I opened a
factory, things prospered. and soon PETERSON
my wife and I were able to devote
more and more time to trailer travel.

"About 20 years ago. we announced we were.
going to Mexico and that if anyone was interested
to come along. A dozen couples with trailers showed.
up and the pattern was set f~ some pretty terrific',
caravans. Our most rugged trip was one we took
ten years ago into the heart of Central America.
Our biggest was a caravan of 487 trailers to Acapulco.
and our longest was a six month tour of ,Europe a
few years ago..

, "We camp each night at the edge of towns and
require an area about the size of a football field.
We're self-contained and we leave every campsite
cleaner than we found it. Evenings we get together
around a big bonfire and enjoy the fellowship which
comes from traveling together and sharing experi­
ences .•

"Our members average 68 years of age and most
are retired. Many say they were bored to death
with retirement until they began traveling with us.
In addition to our major caravans we have smaller
groups in various parts of the country which con­
duct caravans as often as once a. month.

"Most members are in good financial circum­
stances, although the trips are fairly inexpensive
since your trailer serves as your hotel. Some couples
budget $10 a day or less for expenses. All members
have homes of their own and use their trailers only
when traveling.

"We'll have about 60 'trailers. or 'lana yachts'
as we call them. in the African caravan. We'll go
by ship from New York to Capetown. arid then we'll
cross the continent to Cairo at a leisurely rate of a.
hundred or so miles each day. We'll be in Bethlehem
on Christmas Eve. and later we'll cross into Europe
and wend our way to Norway where we'll take ships
back to the States. We'll see and be seen by millions.
of people and we hope to be a good advertisement
for democracy and international friendship,"

* * *
I SUSPECT WALLY BYAM will go down in

geriatric history as a sort of Pied Piper who ....not
only led his followers out of apathy into adventure,
but gave many people a new appreciation of the
lively satisfactions to be found in the retirement
years.

If you would like •. free folder describing in detail
the WalIy Byam Caravan Club. write to this column
care of the N~Y. Journal-American, 220 South st .• N.Y. 15.
N.Y.• enclosinr •. stamped, self-addressed envelope.




